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22/6/20 
Edward Mountain (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many pupils with additional support 
needs (ASN) pupils have not had daily access to an ASN teacher during the COVID-
19 lockdown, broken down by local authority. (S5W-29795) 
John Swinney: The information requested is not held by the Scottish Government. 
Local authorities are best placed to identify how best to meet the needs of the 
children and young people in their local area. 
Children and young people with complex additional support needs can continue, 
where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their care and support. 
We working closely with local government partners to ensure that children and young 
people with additional support needs, and their families, are continuing to receive 
appropriate support. 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support it will give to 2020-21 probationary teachers who 
will be starting their probationary year in classrooms from 11 August. (S5W-29814) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government is working closely with the General 
Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) to ensure that all probationary teachers, who 
start their probationary year in August, will receive the support and guidance they 
require in these unprecedented times. 
The GTCS, working in partnership with Local Authority probation managers, are 
responsible for the support provided to probationers on the Teacher Induction 
Scheme. In order to provide all new probationers with personal and professional 
support, GTCS has commissioned the development of specific health and wellbeing 
resources for new probationer teachers which will be available by mid-June 2020. 
GTCS will also work in partnership with probation managers to identify individual 
probationers who may require bespoke support arrangements. 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support it will provide to 2019-20 probationary teachers 
who missed out on approximately three months of classroom teaching experience as 
a result of COVID-19. (S5W-29815) 
John Swinney: We are working closely with the General Teaching Council for 
Scotland (GTCS) to ensure that the necessary support and guidance is available for 
all probationers and their mentors in these unprecedented times. 
The GTCS has reduced the in-school element of the probation programme so that 
anyone currently on the Teacher Induction Scheme (TIS) will be required to 
complete a minimum of 120 satisfactory days at school by the end of the school 
session in June 2020 to enable them to achieve the standard for full registration. 
GTCS will also work in partnership with probation managers to identify individual 
probationers who may require bespoke support arrangements. 



Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether teachers and children returning to schools will be 
required to wear facemasks, and, if so, whether these will be provided. (S5W-29816) 
John Swinney: The Coronavirus (COVID-19): re-opening schools guide sets out 
that the use of PPE by staff within education and childcare facilities should be based 
on a clear assessment of risk and need for an individual child or young person. In 
addition, it sets out where face coverings should be used in relation to school 
transport. This guidance is being kept under constant review and any further updates 
will be made in line with scientific advice. 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether hand lotion will be provided in schools to assist 
teachers and children when schools return in August 2020. (S5W-29817) 
John Swinney: As part of the work of the Covid-19 Education Recovery Group, we 
recently published the Coronavirus (COVID-19): re-opening schools’ guidance which 
includes important sections on personal hygiene. The guidance states that adequate 
facilities should be available for hand hygiene and gives as an example the provision 
of alcohol based hand rub at key areas. It also encourages frequent 
washing/sanitising of hands. Local authorities are responsible for developing local 
delivery plans which should be informed by this guidance. 
We have committed to keeping the guidance under constant review and 
updated based on the latest advice from Health Protection Scotland. 
 
24/6/20 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what communications it has had with COSLA regarding new 
guidelines being established to help schools return in August 2020. (S5W-29818) 
John Swinney: The Covid-19 Education Recovery Group was created to make the 
best decisions possible for Scotland’s children and young people, families and 
education staff during these uniquely difficult times for the whole of our society. The 
Group's membership includes representatives from COSLA, local authorities, 
professional associations, parent representatives and other stakeholders in Scottish 
education. 
The Group undertook work collectively to produce comprehensive supporting 
guidance for schools returning under a blended learning model, in order to restore 
some form of face-to-face learning in view of the expected ongoing challenges in 
suppressing Coronavirus. 
However, because of the efforts of people staying at home and remaining vigilant, 
we have recently seen Scotland make significant progress in suppressing 
Coronavirus. We therefore believe that, if we stay on track, we should now prepare 
for pupils to return to school full time from August. 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the decision by the UK Government on 9 June 2020 to give primary schools 
in England more flexibility on deciding on the organisation of their return, and the 
acknowledgement that, due to difficulties in ensuring social distancing, secondary 
pupils will not return to school until at least September, whether it will review with 



COSLA and teaching unions the timetable and arrangements for the return of pupils 
to schools in Scotland. Holding answer issued: 24 June 2020 (S5W-29828) 
John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what evaluation of online and other means of learning and teaching by schools and 
education authorities during the period of lockdown has been carried out by 
Education Scotland; what lessons have been learned from this, and what advice for 
schools the Scottish Government is preparing in conjunction with COSLA, Education 
Scotland and other partner agencies regarding effective part-time education. (S5W-
29829) 
John Swinney: Education Scotland’s Regional Team role is to support improvement 
across the education system. Regional teams are working in partnership with local 
authority and school staff, discussing what is working well and what further support is 
required. This intelligence is used to share practice at both a regional level and to 
inform national support via the Education Scotland website and social media. A 
comprehensive professional learning package, focused on aspects of digital 
learning, is available on the Education Scotland website. This was, in part, built on 
the intelligence from Senior Education Officers’ national networks with officers and 
schools throughout Scotland. 
The Scottish Government is publishing a range of Coronavirus (Covid-19) guidance. 
The education guidance now available has been developed by the Scottish 
Government's CERG workstreams, in which Education Scotland is an important 
partner. Members of the leadership team and other colleagues work across all of the 
workstreams and support on the development of the guidance. The publications 
cover a range of topics from physical distancing in education and childcare settings, 
to approaches to blended learning. 
With the expectation now that all learners should be able to return to schools in 
August, these arrangements will ensure that support is in place for blended learning 
should there be an increase in infection rates or outbreaks that require action to 
control. The support will also be required for learners who may not be able to attend 
school for health reasons. 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what arrangements are being made to ensure that (a) vulnerable children and young 
people, (b) pupils facing the greatest educational disadvantage and (c) pupils who 
have not been able to fully engage with learning during the period of lockdown are 
able to catch up on their learning. (S5W--29830) 
John Swinney: One of our key priorities is to ensure that children and young 
people, who may be finding this difficult time particularly challenging, continue to be 
fully supported with their learning as we begin to transition back to a greater level of 
face-to-face education. 
The needs of individual children should be carefully considered by education 
authorities, schools and early learning centres within the plans for anticipating a 
return to schools on a full-time basis in August. Our national guidance on continuity 
of learning supports this approach. 



To support this, we will invest an additional £100 million over the next two years to 
help to tackle the impact of coronavirus in our schools and ensure that children and 
young people get the support that they need. 
We also recognise the challenges that this unprecedented situation presents, in 
particular for children and families from the most deprived backgrounds. Pupil Equity 
Fund allocations have been confirmed for two years, with over £250 million 
committed to schools across 2020-21 and 2021-22. This will help to provide more 
certainty for head teachers and aid them in their planning and decision making, in 
the short and longer term to help level attainment. 
In recognition of the financial and other resource implications of maintaining critical 
provision for children and families at this time, the Scottish Government is providing 
education authorities and headteachers with flexibility on the use of Attainment 
Scotland Funding, including Pupil Equity Funding, in order that they can best support 
our most vulnerable children. 
In addition, we are committed to working with local authority partners to deliver digital 
equity for our most disadvantaged children and young people through a £30m 
investment to support digital inclusion. That will include £25 million of funding for a 
roll-out of digital devices to school pupils to enable them to study online. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what specialist practical support is being put in place during 
the COVID-19 pandemic (a) locally and (b) nationally for children with the highest, 
most complex needs, who might be excluded from accessing such services as 
provision can be considered too complicated or risky. (S5W-29854) 
John Swinney: Local authorities are best placed to identify how to meet the needs 
of the children and young people in their local area during these challenging times. 
Children and young people with complex additional support needs can continue, 
where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their care and support. 
Children and young people with complex additional support needs who have not 
attended provision have been, and will continue to be, provided with bespoke 
learning activities. In some cases, these are supported by home visits and helplines 
have also been set up to access support from local educational psychologists and 
education managers. 
Some third sector organisations have been able to sustain their local and national 
services, while changing their model of delivery, in order to maintain support to 
children and young people as part of multi-agency plans. Specific advice is also 
available for parents and carers of children with additional support needs though the 
Scottish Government's Parent Club website and a range of partner organisations We 
continue to engage with local authorities and third sector partners to ensure that 
children and young people with additional support needs, including those with 
complex needs, get the support they need during this challenging time. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what discussions have taken place during the COVID-19 
pandemic with council education authorities to enable special school buildings and 
facilities to be used flexibly by non-education staff to support pupils with recreation. 
(S5W-29855) 



John Swinney: Under the current educational continuity direction, issued on 10 
June 2020, schools remain closed except for the specific purposes of planning and 
preparing for the provision of learning and teaching of children and young people on 
the premises or remotely from August 2020. 
We continue to engage with local authorities and third sector partners to ensure that 
children and young people with additional support needs get the support they need 
during this challenging time. 
In addition, children and young people with complex additional support needs can 
continue, where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their care 
and support. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what proposals are in place (a) locally and (b) nationally to 
reintegrate children with additional support needs back to school life, in light of 
concerns that a number have fallen out of the habit of attending because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-29856) 
John Swinney: We recognise that children and young people with additional 
support needs may be finding this difficult time particularly challenging. 
On 5 June, continuity in learning guidance was published, which includes advice on 
the provision of blended learning for children and young people who need support, 
including those with additional support needs, and support for families and carers. 
To further support local authorities and schools, Education Scotland has developed 
bespoke resources to assist in planning the individual support that children and 
young people with additional support needs may require in their transition back to 
school or in their progression to another learning setting We are working closely with 
local authorities and other partners to ensure all children and young people continue 
to be supported with their learning and that their needs are fully considered as we 
look, and plan, ahead. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it 
is doing to support the recruitment of skilled (a) teachers and (b) lecturers, and what 
its position is on their importance in supporting an economic recovery post-COVID-
19. (S5W-29864) 
John Swinney: Teachers will play a vital role in the economic recovery in Scotland 
as we emerge from Covid-19. 
We are currently working with local authorities and the General Teaching Council for 
Scotland to support the recruitment of skilled teachers for the education recovery 
phase through the Covid19 Education Recovery Group. 
We are committed to supplementing the existing workforce in schools where 
required, and we are currently working with local authorities to establish what 
additional staff might be needed. Once we know the requirement, we will take steps 
to meet that demand. 
Colleges and universities and their staff will play a vital role in economic recovery in 
Scotland as we emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic. However, staffing matters, 
including recruitment, are the responsibility of individual colleges and universities, 
and it is for institutions themselves to make decisions on future staffing levels. 



 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
it is next scheduled to review the Student Awards Agency Scotland bursary and loan 
payment and threshold limits and, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
whether it is considering increasing these. (S5W-30071) 
Richard Lochhead: Following recommendations made by the independent review 
of student support, from 2019-20, we increased and expanded access to further (FE) 
and higher education (HE) bursaries for students from the lowest incomes. As part of 
that, we raised the HE bursary income threshold from £19,000 to £21,000, as well as 
providing increased bursary support for the poorest young students in HE which 
increased from £1,875 per year to £2,000. We also increased bursary support for the 
poorest independent students in HE from £875 per year to £1,000. Further to this, 
from 2018-19, the care-experienced bursary was increased to £8,100 per year 
across FE and HE. We are also raising the student loan repayment threshold to 
£25,000 from April 2021. 
We are committed to ensuring that no student faces financial hardship over the 
summer months as a result of Covid-19 and have provided a package of new 
measures to support students until the start of the next academic year when bursary, 
grant and loan payments will begin again. The First Minister announced on 11 June 
that the Scottish Government has brought forward early access to £11.4 million of 
Higher Education discretionary funds, which HE students can apply to their college 
or university for access to this financial support. 
This package builds on our £5 million emergency support plan for FE and HE 
students which was announced in April. There are no current plans to review bursary 
and loan thresholds in light of the summer support package we have provided which 
allows for immediate access to financial support for students experiencing hardship. 
 
25/6/20 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the decision by the UK Government on 9 June 2020 to give primary schools 
in England more flexibility on deciding on the organisation of their return, and the 
acknowledgement that, due to difficulties in ensuring social distancing, secondary 
pupils will not return to school until at least September, whether it will review with 
COSLA and teaching unions the timetable and arrangements for the return of pupils 
to schools in Scotland. (S5W-29828) 
John Swinney: The Government set out its planning assumption that schools 
should return full-time for all pupils in August. Further detailed planning will be 
undertaken with the Education Recovery Group which includes COSLA and the 
teaching unions. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with local authorities regarding 
giving children with additional support needs priority access to community facilities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-29850) 
John Swinney: Local authorities are best placed to identify how to meet the needs 
of the children and young people in their local area during these challenging times. In 
doing so, it is vital that all decisions taken at a local level align with the Scottish 



Government’s COVID-19 framework for decision making, be fully risk assessed and 
based on the individual needs of the child or young person. 
We continue to engage with local authorities and third sector partners to ensure that 
children and young people with additional support needs get the support they need 
during this challenging time. 
In addition, children and young people with complex additional support needs can 
continue, where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their care 
and support. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what engagement it has had with (a) local authorities and 
(b) Education Scotland regarding increasing the provision of specialist digital devices 
and services for children with additional support needs during the COVID-19 
pandemic. (S5W-29851) 
John Swinney: One of our key priorities is to ensure that children and young people 
with additional support needs who may be finding this difficult time particularly 
challenging, continue to be supported with their learning, whether at home or at a 
local hub. 
We have worked closely with local authorities, Education Scotland and other 
partners to develop and publish a range of guidance to support schools, local 
authorities and families during this time. This includes guidance for term 4 that gives 
an overview of the measures in place and steps being taken, at a national and local 
level, to support all children and young people’s learning, 
including those with additional support needs; and guidance to help local authorities, 
early learning centres and schools continue to support children and young people's 
learning during the coronavirus outbreak, including advice on the provision of 
blended learning for children and young people who need support. 

Children and young people with additional support needs have been, and will 
continue to be, provided with bespoke learning activities from their schools and local 
authorities. Support and advice is also available for their parents and carers though 
our Parent Club website and from a range of partner organisations including CALL 
Scotland, Dyslexia Scotland, Reach and Enquire. 
We will continue to work closely with local authorities, Education Scotland and other 
partners to ensure all children and young people continue to be supported with their 
learning and that their needs are fully considered as we look, and plan, ahead. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what efforts are being made during the COVID-19 
pandemic (a) locally and (b) nationally to provide children with highly-specialised 
additional support needs, and their teachers, with training and resources to enable 
them to use specialist digital devices and services. (S5W-29852) 
John Swinney: Children and young people with complex additional support needs 
can continue, where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their 
care and support. 
Children and young people with complex additional support needs who have not 
attended local hubs will continue to be provided with bespoke learning activities 



which can be adapted to meet their individual learning needs. In some cases, this is 
supported by home visits, and helpline support from local educational psychologists 
and education managers. 
To ensure digital equity for all children and young people, we are investing an initial 
£9m which will provide devices and connectivity for 25,000 learners across Scotland 
to help ensure as many children and young people as possible are able to connect 
with their schools, continue their learning, access support and engage with their 
peers. 
Support and advice is available children and young people and their families though 
the Scottish Government's Parent Club website and a range of partner organisations 
including CALL Scotland, Dyslexia Scotland, Reach and Enquire. 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what discussions there have been during the COVID-19 
pandemic with council education authorities regarding keeping special schools and 
additional support needs departments open for vulnerable children during the 
summer holiday. (S5W-29853) 
John Swinney: We have remained in regular contact with education authorities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic about how support is provided for children and 
young people, including those with additional support needs. 
Local authorities are best placed to identify how to meet the needs of the children 
and young people in their local area during these challenging times. 
Children and young people with complex additional support needs can continue, 
where appropriate, to attend local hubs to secure continuity in their care and support. 
On 31 March, we published guidance about the continued provision of care and 
support for the children of key workers and vulnerable children and young people, 
including those with complex additional support needs.  
On 21 May, I issued a joint letter with COSLA to all directors of education confirming 
that critical childcare will continue throughout June and the summer break to ensure 
ongoing provision for key workers and vulnerable children. 
 
26/6/20 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what modelling it has undertaken of what impact schools reopening in August 2020 
might have on the R rate. (S5W-29772) 
Jeane Freeman: SG is informed by the outputs of SAGE. The relative increase in R 
value using different models and assumptions for school openings is published in the 
behavioural science report on relaxing school closures. As these model outputs 
demonstrate relative increases as a result of school opening scenarios, the lower the 
R value at the time of opening, the less likely that R rises above 1. 
 
 
 


